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1. The curriculum for English as a subject: 

The curricula for English were devised by the English Department of the Elementary School of the 

German International School Washington D.C. (GISW)  

2. General remarks for Grade Level 3 

English instruction at the GISW is not comparable to English instruction at an elementary school 
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3. Additions specific to the school and students 
 

• 
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B) Speaking and Listening 

Competencies Content Resources 
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C) Grammar 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Competencies Content Resources 

The student is familiar with... 
• parts of speech, such as nouns, verbs, 

adjectives, and adverbs 
• verbs: helping, irregular, regular; 

tenses: past, present, and future 
• nouns: possessive, proper and 

common, singular and plural 
• pronouns: personal, possessive, and 

demonstrative 
• punctuation: comma, period, 

exclamation point, question mark, 
quotation mark 

• capitalization: addresses, dialogues, 
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D) Writing, Vocabulary, and Spelling 

Competencies Content Resources 

The student is able to... 
• engage in free writing exercises 
• collect ideas and to become familiar 

with writing techniques 
• plan a story in terms of introduction, 

problem, climax, solution, and ending 
• add descriptive and informative detail 
• use dialogue to develop a story  
• develop and to follow guiding 

questions 
• understand corrections and to revise a 

first draft 
• write a final draft 
• compose short book reports and to 

present to the class 
• expand vocabulary by identifying and 

explaining the meaning of words from 
the text 

• gain proficiency in the use of a 
glossary to determine the exact 
meanings of words 

• practice weekly spelling units to 
improve spelling ability 

• practice weekly spelling units to 
expand vocabulary 

• solve word puzzles to sharpen spelling 
ability and to expand vocabulary  

Spelling Workout by Phillip K. Trocki 
Level C, Student Edition, Modern Curriculum 
Press 
 
Scholastic News skill sheets writing assignments 
 
 

 

E) Learning for Life 

Competencies Content Resources 

The student is able to... 
• follow important current events  
• handle an emergency call 
• have knowledge of American 

geography and major holidays 
• deal successfully with dangerous 

situations, e.g. violent storms 

Field trips (museums, theaters, concerts, 
factories, etc.) are mostly conducted by the class 
teachers. The English teachers act as advisors and 
prepare the students for the English language 
part of the excursion. They introduce difficult 
vocabulary and explain and familiarize the 
students with settings and contents.  
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F) Research Skills 

Competencies Content Resources 

The student is able to... 
• read graphs, maps, and timelines 
• become familiar with parts of a book: 

glossary, index, and table of contents 
• locate information in a glossary 
• plan, research, and present a theme-

based project  

§ Internet 
§ GISW Elementary School Library  
§ Various classroom dictionaries 

 

G) Grading 

Competency based evaluations are given to students in grade 3 after the first semester in addition to 
numerical grades. These evaluations are as follows:  

Completely, Mostly, Partially, Needs Practice. Four icons provide corresponding 


