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1. The curriculum for English as a subject: 

The curricula for English were devised by the English Department of the Elementary School of the 

German International School Washington D.C. (GISW)  

2. General remarks for Grade Level 2 

English instruction at the GISW is not comparable to English instruction at an elementary school 
located in Germany. This curriculum has been developed over several years with the collaboration of 
multiple language teachers, linguists, and pedagogues. Teachers and students find themselves in a 
unique situation at the GISW, as they cannot strictly rely on an established English language curriculum 
from Germany, nor from the United States. The following characteristics were of significance for the 
creation of this curriculum: 
 

• English speaking environment 
• frequently an English speaking household 
• frequently a multilingual household with multilingual learners 
• consideration for German as a primary language  
• frequently new students from Germany with little or no prior knowledge of English 
• frequently highly motivated students 
• mostly very supportive parents 
• frequently above-average students 
• ambitious parents, who expect rapid improvements  
• instruction time: four hours per week in Grade 2  
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3. Additions specific to the school and students 
 

• Instruction in Grade 2 offers inner and outer differentiation. The three courses overlap and 
create a seamless learning structure which benefits every student.   
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4. Introduction to the Curriculum of 
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B) Speaking and Listening 
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The student is able to... 

• 
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D) Writing, Vocabulary, and Spelling 

 

Competencies Content Resources 

 
The student is able to... 

• collect ideas 
• develop and follow guiding questions 
• develop a story based on a picture sequence 
• write a simple paragraph 
• compose short book reports and to present these to 

the class 
• expand vocabulary by identifying and explaining the 

meaning of words from the text 
• gain proficiency in the use of a glossary to determine 

the exact meaning of words 
• practice weekly spelling units to improve spelling 

ability 
• practice weekly spelling units to expand vocabulary 
• solve word puzzles to sharpen spelling ability and to 

expand vocabulary  

 

Spelling Workout by Phillip K. Trocki 

Level B, Student Edition, Modern 

Curriculum Press 
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E) Learning for Life 

 

Competencies Content Resources 

 
The student is able to... 

• know his/her name and address 
• handle an emergency call 
• have some knowledge of American 

geography and major holidays 
• identify the values of American coins 

and bills 
• know the four seasons and what 

clothes to wear 
• deal successfully with dangerous 

objects such as, fire, electricity, violent 
storms, and other 

• follow important current events 

 

Field trips (museums, theaters, concerts, factories, 
etc.) are mostly conducted by the class teachers. The 
English teachers act as advisors and prepare the 
students for the English language part of the 
excursion. They introduce difficult vocabulary and 
explain and familiarize the students with settings and 
content.  

 

F) Research Skills 

 

Competencies Content Resources 

 
The student is able to... 

• practice alphabetical order 
• read graphs, maps, and timelines 
• become familiar with parts of a book: 


