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1. The curriculum for English as a subject: 

The curricula for English were devised by the English Department of the Elementary School of the 

German International School Washington (GISW).   

2. General remarks for Grade Level 1 

English instruction at the GISW is not comparable to English instruction at an elementary school 
located in Germany. This curriculum has been developed over several years with the collaboration of 
multiple language teachers, linguists, and pedagogues. Teachers and students find themselves in a 
unique situation at the GISW, as they cannot strictly rely on an established English language curriculum 
from Germany, nor from the United States. The following characteristics were of significance for the 
creation of this curriculum: 
 

• English speaking environment
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6. Schulcurriculum 

 

A) Aural and Visual Comprehension 

Competencies Content Resources 

Depending on the students’ integration level in 
English, they are able… 

• to listen attentively to non-fiction and 
fiction (introduction to literature) 

• to pay attention to each other’s 
comments 

• to move and to talk simultaneously 
(Total Physical Response) 

• to learn about American holidays, 
geography, and customs 

• to increase active and passive 
vocabulary in all areas of life 

 

First Grade uses the following magazines and 
resources: 
 
Scholastic News  
A large newspaper for school children in the U.S. 
The Scholastic News Corporation, 2015
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C) Writing 

Competencies Content Resources 

Depending on the students’ integration level in 
English, they are able… 

• to write letters 
• recognize letters 
• identify rhyme words 
• write simple words  
• write simple sentences 

First Grade uses the following textbooks from 
Educator’s Publishing Service: 
 
Get Ready for The Code (Book A) 
Get Set for the Code (Book B) 
Go for the Code (Book C)  
 

 


